The following is personal opinion, and should not be taken as formal legal advice, I am not a lawyer.

The situation you described to me was one where a patron provided I.D. to a cashier, left, came back another day, was asked for I.D. again, did not provide because somebody present had already been given identification, the sale was made, and than a fine was given.

It appears they were trying to enforce law 4(4)

https://www.canlii.org/en/pe/laws/stat/rspei-1988-c-t-3.1/latest/rspei-1988-c-t-3.1.html

"Sale or supply to person appearing to be under 21 No person shall sell or supply tobacco or an electronic smoking device to a person who appears to be under the age of 21 years unless that person first produces, as proof that he or she is 21 years of age or older, a prescribed form of identification that shows his or her age and that contains a photograph of the person. "

This law does not explicitly state that it has to be at the time of the sale, and therefore could have been at a previous time.

If that person HAS PREVIOUSLY produced proof that they are 21 years or older, this law is inapplicable.

In the event that the cashier was mistaken, or was lying about the person having previously produced identification, IN THAT CASE the location and/or the cashier WOULD be liable, but this does not seem to be the case you have described.

(This would make it a good bet to "play it safe", but still... corrupt government makes me upset)

Also: I do not believe that I "appear" to be "under" the age of 21 years, I am 36 now.

;)

You have been taken advantage of by a corrupt institution, it has caused you fear and duress and caused you to change your business policy in a way that may be effectively reducing repeat customers affecting your ability to conduct business in a LEGAL, PROFITABLE, and SMOOTH manner.

(I could see the stress of you and your cashiers for this interaction, I do not believe it was because I was being aggressive or anything of the like, but was a stress reaction due to the trauma you have endured)

You probably have a case against the feds here.

The ticket should have been fought, and may still be able to be reversed.

They may ALSO owe you money for the stress, duress, and potential loss of business because of the way they have "misinterpreted" their own laws.

If you were to win the case you should also expect to have your legal fees payed for by the guilty parties.

The best defense the feds can do is arguing that "they did not know", and were "just following policy", this does not change the series of events that happened and their policies should be readjusted accordingly (would be a reasonable argument to make to a judge).

I am not a lawyer, but I do "think like a judge" and have "beaten the machine" more than once.

It SHOULD be well known in this day and age that the feds and their deepstate institutions *ARE* ABSOLUTELY CORRUPT, citizens should NOT follow them blindly because of their position of authority, a great deal of their funding comes from giving out "fines", so they are financially motivated to be giving out as many fines as possible.

I did a big piece of Covid-19 as well, it was a big money making scam and some people FRIED in some "secret" court cases because of it.

I understand your stance on "playing it safe", but there is absolutely a line where civilians have a civic duty to stand up to corruption, I can see, plain as day the obvious disruption and suffering this has caused you and your employees... scale this out to EVERY tobacco retailer on Prince Edward Island, how much undue stress are they causing how many people? 

An illegitimate fine is a form of criminal activity, I think we "may" have a LEGAL responsibility to fight this sort of thing, just having knowledge of it happening.

The underlying profit motivation of the government is VERY obvious, they were NOT in fact trying to prevent the sale of tobacco to minors, but a corrupt legal team has made their policies as such to extract as much money as possible from the civilian populace,(at the cost of undue suffering caused to frightened employees and retailers) this is as obvious as the plain letters the law is written with and the way they "chose" to enforce it.

Thank you most sincerely for your time.

I look forward to continuing business with your location.

Take Care!

-Stephen Charles Maclaren

P.S.
Do not allow them to "intimidate" you, become knowledgeable of law and argue AS the dominant party WHEN you are correct.

P.S.S
If you do decide to pursue this, the first thing you will likely encounter is a lawyer trying to intimidate you by saying that it "implies" such things, remember the functional purpose of a lawyer in the modern era is to fight for their client, not to accurately interpret the laws... that is the point of having "judges".

I hope you get that black mark removed from your reputation, as section 8 of the body of laws has you "in a pickle" and "at risk" for larger fines, in a way that I do believe is illegitimately.

It would be worth checking into... perhaps the fine should have been fought -before- it was paid.